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October 23, 2006 
 
 
 

 RE: WC Docket No. 06-74, Support for AT&T/BellSouth Merger 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
 I am the president of the Piedmont Triad Partnership, a regional economic 
development organization representing 12 counties surrounding the cities of 
Greensboro, Winston-Salem, and High Point, North Carolina.  I write to urge 
prompt approval of the proposed BellSouth/AT&T merger.  The 12-county Piedmont 
Triad region includes a combination of urban, suburban, and rural counties, and 
telecommunications services and broadband Internet service is critical to the 
economic prosperity and competitiveness of every county in our region, which has 
been devastated in recent years by job losses in our traditional furniture, textile, 
apparel, and tobacco manufacturing industries.  This merger will address one of the 
most critical economic development needs of any community seeking to compete 
successfully in the global economy—affordable and universal broadband Internet 
access. 

 While the proposed AT&T/BellSouth merger will benefit the entire Piedmont 
Triad region, the merger will particularly benefit the eight rural counties in the 
region.  As a proposed condition of the merger, AT&T and BellSouth have committed 
to deliver affordable and universal broadband Internet access that is both universal 
and affordable.  This service will include the following: 

• A new residential broadband offering at $10 per month, affording many rural 
communities a viable alternative to dial-up access; and 

• A pledge to provide broadband Internet access to all residences in the 
AT&T/BellSouth service area, which will substantially enhance the 
competitiveness of the rural counties in the Piedmont Triad region to compete 
for new jobs and investment for which they are often not now competitive 
because of the lack of broadband infrastructure. 

 I believe the proposed AT&T/BellSouth merger will significantly enhance the 
economic competitiveness of the Piedmont Triad region, and it will provide critically 
needed economic development opportunities for our economically distressed rural 
communities.  On behalf of the Piedmont Triad Partnership, I urge your favorable 
and expeditious consideration of the AT&T / BellSouth merger.  Thank you very 
much for your consideration. 
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       Sincerely, 

        
       Donald A. Kirkman 
       President and CEO 


